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Anne-Laure Alléhaut is a Partner in the firm’s Art and Museum Law practice. Anne-Laure started her career at Skadden Arps 
in M&A before she joined Sotheby’s legal transactional team as a Senior Vice President. Anne-Laure negotiated many of the 
auction house’s most complex and high value transactions while also overseeing Sotheby’s advisory, appraisal and valuation 
departments.

Anne-Laure brings 16 years of law firm and in-house experience to the art industry and draws on her broad and deep 
experience to advise her clients with speed and efficiency. Anne-Laure’s client base includes private collectors, galleries, 
estates, start-ups, art dealers, museums, advisors and financial institutions.

Anne-Laure is recognized by Chambers High Net Worth for her work in Art and Cultural Property Law. In the guide, she is 
described by clients as, "my absolute favorite lawyer in the world. She is wonderful and extremely reliable. She is meticulous 
in her approach to negotiations and is always on top of the detail." Another client praised her work: “She was able to help me 
navigate a highly complex transaction and get it done with extremely favorable terms.” They remark that, "her professionalism, 
responsiveness, and incredible attitude make her a joy to work with.” Anne-Laure is also recognized in Legal 500's Private 
Client Guide in the area of Art and Cultural Property, where she is described as "a key name in the team."

Deal Experience

Auction

• Advise an estate in connection with the sale of artworks at Christie’s, Sotheby’s and galleries. Negotiate and draft 
guarantee and consignment agreements, consignment agreements and private sales and advised on payment terms, 
conversions, withdrawals and termination;

• Advise sophisticated collector in connection with structuring third-party guarantees and negotiate irrevocable bids; and

• Negotiate and draft the private sale of a masterwork and provide guidance on all issues from its consignment through its 
final sale.

Collectors

mailto:alallehaut@pbwt.com


• Negotiate and draft custody agreements, consignment agreements with galleries and auction houses and sale and 
purchase of artworks and advise collector on all aspects of the contract, including protecting artwork against creditors, 
authenticity issues, payment terms, cancellation of auction;

• Draft and negotiate loan agreements for exhibition of artwork in museum and institutions; and

• Advise collectors in connection with disputes, including payment default, sale cancellation, bankruptcy and insurance 
claims.

Gallery

• Collaborate with gallery in connection with complex structuring of transaction, including in-kind exchange, consignment 
and sale of artworks;

• Counsel Gallery in connection with their representation of artists and estates, including, advise on authenticity issues, 
protect artwork from creditors through UCC filing; and

• Draft and negotiate commission agreements, consignment agreements and purchase and sale agreements.

Start-Ups and Corporations

• Advise company in connection with structuring, employment related matters, sales tax and all on-going legal matters and 
draft corporate formation documents, engagement letters, bill of sale, templates and bespoke arrangements in connection 
with the sale and purchase of artwork; and

• Work in tandem with NFT start-up to advise them on all art related aspects, including, intellectual property, moral rights, 
sale and purchase of artwork, management of art collection and insurance. 

Advisory

• Represent art advisor in connection with the drafting and negotiating of art advisory agreement, term sheet, commission 
agreement, consignment of artwork and advise on new business segments;

• Review and collaborate with art advisor in connection with large and complex appraisals; and

• Work collaboratively with art advisors to draft and negotiate gallery consignment agreement, auction consignment 
agreements and insurance dispute for the benefit of the art advisor’s clients.

Museums and Exempt Organizations

• Negotiate and draft purchase agreements of high value artworks, loan to exhibition and advise museum on legal and 
reputational risks associated with artwork acquisition;

• Advise Museum in connection with loan and exhibition of artwork by living artist; and

• Work on charity auctions and de-accessioning of artwork for sale at auction.

Real Estate

• Work with real estate conglomerate to negotiate the commission of artwork and the purchase of art collection for use in 
commercial space; and

• Advise client in connection with consultant art agreement and insurance.

Admissions

• New York



Languages

• French

Professional Activities

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS:

• Presenter, "Issues Involving Censorship and Government Interference and its Effect on Museums and Exhibitions," New 
York City Bar Association's Hot Topics in Art Law 2025 (October 9, 2025)

• Moderator, "Building and Managing a Fine Art Collection," ArtTable's Art Law Series (May 9, 2025)

• Moderator, "Exhibitions: Insurance, Legal, and Shipping Considerations," Appraisers Association of America's Art Law 
Day (November 8, 2024)

• Panelist, "The Worth of Art: How to Determine Value and Should You Invest in Art (or Not)," Harvard Business School 
Alumni Club (June 24, 2024)

• Presenter, "Operational Issues," New York City Bar Association's Legal Issues for Private Museums (May 14, 2024)

• Panelist, "Responsible Transacting in the Art Market," ArtTable (April 30, 2024)

• Presenter, "ABCs of Art Law: C is for Consignment," Center for Art Law (December 4, 2023)

• Presenter, “Life Imitates Art: Legal Issues Inspired by True Events,” Sotheby's New York (October 2022)

• Presenter, “Hot Topics in Art Law 2022,” New York City Bar Association (September 13, 2022)

• Presenter, “The Consignment Process: What it is and What to Look Out For,” Volunteer Lawyer for the Arts (May 23, 
2022)

• Presenter, “Art Law Webinars” an 8 Part Series, Art Dealers Association of America (2021)

• Presenter, “The Consignment Process: What it is and What to Look Out For,” Volunteer Lawyer for the Arts (July 27, 
2021)

• Panel Moderator, "New Market Considerations in Buying and Selling Art Today," FBA Art Law and Litigation Conference 
2021 (April 30, 2021)

• Presenter, “Hot Topics in Art Law 2019,” New York City Bar Association (October 24, 2019)

• Presenter, “Auction Contractual Landscape,” Sotheby’s Institute of Art (from 2016 to 2020)

PUBLICATIONS:

• Quoted in "How is Trump’s new visa regime impacting art world talent?" The Art Newspaper (November 10, 2025)

• Quoted in "Small Galleries Suffer When Star Artists Depart. Has This Dealer Found a Fix?" Artnet (July 1, 2025)

• Quoted in "A Collector's Guide to Art Authentication and Avoiding Costly Mistakes," Observer (March 20, 2025)

• Quoted in "Trump tariffs could hit Canadian art market hardest," The Art Newspaper (March 3, 2025)

• Quoted in "Art Law: How Nations Around the World Deal with Forgeries," Observer (April 17, 2024)

• "What Lawyers Need To Know About Non-Fungible Tokens: Part 1," New York Law Journal (March 28, 2022)

• "NFTs May Come With Rewards, But Also Legal Risks," Law360, (July 21, 2021)

Education

• Cornell University (J.D., 2006)

• Cornell Law School (LL.M., with honors, 2004)

https://pbwt2.gjassets.com/content/uploads/2021/07/NFTs-May-Come-With-Rewards-But-Also-Legal-Risks.pdf
https://pbwt2.gjassets.com/content/uploads/2021/07/NYLJ-What-Lawyers-Need-To-Know-About-NFTs-Part-1.pdf
https://observer.com/2024/04/art-law-how-nations-around-the-world-deal-with-forgeries/#:~:text=In%20Greece%2C%20for%20instance%2C%20forgers,three%20months%20to%20four%20years
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2025/03/03/trump-tariffs-canadian-art-trade-impact
https://observer.com/2025/03/arts-guide-art-authentication-dealers-galleries/
https://news.artnet.com/market/art-dealer-provocative-solution-poaching-problem-2655240
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2025/11/10/how-trumps-new-visa-regime-is-impacting-art-world-talent


• Université Paris X, Nanterre (2003)

o Diplôme d’Etudes Approfondies in International Commercial Law and International Litigation

• Université Paris II, Panthéon-Assas (2002)

o Maîtrise en Droit Français in International Law and Commercial Law
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